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Finnish Model United Nations

NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2009

FinMUN board wishes everyone a pleasant Christmas and a happy
New Year!

We have reached the end of yet another FInMUN year. During the Fall, a set of events such as
UN Edutainment seminars , EAuMUN weekend, Christmas Party and our 5th Anniversary party
attracted a great number of great people. We would like to thank everyone who participated in our

events! Let's keep in touch!

Yet the thing giving us real thrills is the gathering of the Secretariat for FINMUN 2010. With new
reinforcements, our team is now keen on brain-storming, evaluating and putting new ideas to
practice for the coming conference. Next year will be challenging, yet extremely rewarding for us

taking along in making next year’'s conference even better than the last ones!

FinMUN brings together students to organize
and participate in Model United Nations
(MUN) seminars. Members debate issues on
the UN and global agenda and develop their
understanding of global politics and Finnish
foreign policy, Our work is international, but
activities are mostly based in Helsinki. The
working language is English.
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EDUMUNZ2009 written by: llari Aula

We had gathered to Sammatti for EDU-
MUN, an educational weekend aimed at
introducing new victims to the MUN
world and the peculiar society which
we're part of. During the intensive two-
days seminar, the aim was to introduce
an institution known as the United Na-
tions, get a touch into this modelling
activities by running through the theory
and rules of the actual simulations and,
finally, put all the things we had learnt
into practice by solving a looming inter-
national crisis. Not to forget all the fun
introductory games, which were neces-
sary in a group of thirty not knowing
each other beforehand, common
lunches a la Finnish student cuisine and
a mind blowingly relaxing sauna experi-
ence in the evening. It was going to be

intense.




As some members of FInMUN society got to
apply their wealth of knowledge in the form of
giving the lectures, |, putting my special skills
for the common use, focused on preparing
the lakeside sauna for the evening. A short,
yet heated discussion of principles ensued,
and its escalation into full conflict was
avoided only through a series of expert diplo-

macy and adaptive negotiation methods.

The reason for this fight of wills was, of
course, the grave question of whether to use
a sauna stove heated by wood or electronics.
Guided by inevitable restrictions on logistics
and schedule, we naturally came into mutual
agreement which, as we shall see, turned out

functional.

As evening turned to dusk and the mind-
blowing stream of information on theory and
Rules of Procedure was gradually quenching
down, it was time for the participants to apply
all that had been learnt into reality - or into

something resembling it, anyway.



Be it as it may, the temperature soothed our trou-
bled international minds and, combined with a short
swim in the chilly, dark lake and company of ex-
traordinary gentlemen and -women, the excursion
to sauna surely met the promises that had been

given on first sight.

Evening was followed by a night which included a
sprawl of chatter, games and various festivities.
Some of them contain elements only a mind sea-
soned through numerous diplomatic endeavours is
capable of digesting. In our children-friendly publi-
cation here it is not appropriate to venture into too
much details rather than highlight the main events

which illuminate the nature of the following day.

Waking up was gradual. Breakfast was heavenly.
Lectures were tiring. Negotiations were brutal but,
thanks to the vigour of our delegates, the world was
saved. | cleaned up the sauna, which turned out to
be an easier task than was excepted - traces of
previous night were suprisingly smoothly removed.
In the afternoon our brave delegates were en-
gaged in a laid-back game of UN knowledge. This
was followed by a spontaneous, yet absolutely de-
lighting piano concert. And didn't our cup of musical
exctasy get filled to the brim as we watched a flock
of swans engage in an eerie chorus on the lake.

Just like we, they were planning to leave.

Having spent a memorable weekend together, we
had come to concensus that the time in Lohilampi
hadn’t been in vain. Our knowledge on UN and
simulations had been given yet another boost while

having jolly good time together at the same time.

After the farewells and promises of meetings in the
near future, as we packed ourselves into cars,
there was only one tiny concern which still lingered
in my otherwise numb and resolved mind. How
easily could a weekend which had been filled with
educative programm as well actions truly enhanc-
ing sprit de corps, let itself be folded into a descrip-
tion of adequately all-embracing and amiable na-

ture?



